
physicians seems to be unanimously in favor of anti-
toxin, and in the city hospital where only the worst cases
are found, it is the routine to give it in all cases of
throat trouble before bactériologie examination is made.
In Paterson. Newark and Jersey City the same story was
told. In Newark where statistics were reported they
gave a decreased mortality of the disorder from 38 per
cent, to 15.4 per cent., and in 1899, when, according
to the percentage tables there should have been under
the antitoxin treatment 445 deaths, there were actually
only 124. In that city also figures are given of the
death-rates of cases treated with and without antitoxin
respectively, showing a nearly double ratio of the latter.
All these statements, of course, only confirm the general
testimony from the experience of the profession, but
as long as there are still some posers as unbelievers in
antitoxin it is well they should be placed on record.
While as a rule attempts at publication of medical facts
in lay journals are not to be commended, in a case like
fhe one here noted the effects are likelv to be salutarv.

INCREASED MORTALITY FROM CARCINOMA.
The truth is not always pleasant, but however unpal-

atable, it is probably never so potential for evil as even
sugar-coated error. Attention has been called by a num-
ber of observers to the fact that carcinoma is becoming
increasingly prevalent, but the statement has not been
acceptable and attempts have been made to cast doubt
upon its accuracy. Nevertheless, the evidence would
seem to suport the contention for such an increase.
Thus, Thomas Oliver,1 in discussing the question of
the heredity of carcinoma, points out that statistics,
both in England and in America, show that while the
mortality-rate from tuberculosis is decreasing, that from
carcinoma is notably on the increase. Thus, the mor-
tality records of the Mutual Life Insurance Company,
of New York, covering the period from 1843 till 1898
and dealing with 46,525 deaths include 882 due to
carcinoma. The age-period in which the largest number
of deaths from this cause occurs is from 55 to 60 years.
In 1879 the percentageof deaths from carcinoma between
the ages of 50 and 70 years was 4.23 ; in 1889, 6.22 ; in
1898, 7.59. According to the statistics of the Scottish
Widows' Fund, the statistics of the deaths from carci¬
noma were, from 1815 till 1845, 0.93 per cent, of the
whole number; from 1845 till 1852, 0.72; from 1852
till 1859, 2,87; from 1859 till 1867, 3; from 1867 till
1873, 4.56; from 1873 till 1880, 4.34; and from 1880
till 1887, 5.23. Twice as many females as males die
from carcinoma, their mean age of death being 62.29
years, as against 60.43 years for males.

1. Lancet. Nov. 10. 1900, p. 1335.

THE GOVERNOR OF CALIFORNIA ON THE PLAGUE.
The recent message of the Governor of California is

interesting reading from a medical point of view. Al-
though a layman, he poses as a medical expert and de-
clares that from his own investigation he has proved that
no plague has existed at any time in San Francisco,
the opinions of the United States quarantine officers to
the contrary notwithstanding. He suggests, moreover,
that the only basis for the reports is the possible escape
of plague germs from cultures and slides recklessly car-

ried around in the pockets of "certain physicians and
others," and that they innocently or otherwise inocu-
lated a Chinese cadaver producing\p=m-\post-mortemit ap-
pears\p=m-\theenlarged glands and other macroscopic and
microscopic signs of the disease. In view of the dangers
he thus assumes in the above brilliant conception, he
calls upon the legislature to make it a penal offense,
with a maximum sentence of life imprisonment, for any
one to have in possession or make from any ease of
plague any such cultures and slides without the written
permission of the state board of health, fortified still
further by executive approval. He would also make it
a felony to publish any false reports of the existence
of plague or to neglect to immediately inform the state
board of health of any real or suspected case. The
unlucky physician who suspects plague is thus between
the devil and the deep sea; he is a felon if he falsely
diagnoses, and also one if he fails to give utterance to
his suspicions to a body that may for all he knows be
conveniently organized to suppress such facts. The
general tone of this part of the message, with its idiotic
surmises and' special pleading, indicates rather an at¬
tempt to prove a bad case than a genuine conviction that
plague has not occurred. His muddle-headedness in
regard to infection from "microscopic slides" and the
inoculation of cadavers is funny, to say the least, and
Beautifully illustrates his pretensions to competency as
an expert on the plague question in San Francisco. As
a state paper, in this respect, the message is unique.

THE ACTION OF TUBERCULOUS TOXINS ON THE
OFFSPRING OF THE TUBERCULOUS.

The question in regard to the heredity of tuberculosis
is not as clearly understood as its importance demands.
While the congenital transmission of bacilli from mother
to offspring is demonstrated occasionally in rather spe-
cial instances yet but comparatively few nowadays be-
lieve that the disease itself is commonly inherited. On
the other hand there is a more general impression that
the offspring of the tuberculous bring with them into
the world a peculiar predisposition to tuberculosis, a
lessened vital resistance, caused by the action of toxic
substances on the organism. Experimental evidence in
favor of this view is brought forward by Carri\l=e'\re1.
Products of the distillation of cultures of tubercle ba-
cilli on glycerinated peptone were injected into guinea-
pigs, which were then bred; the fetuses were few, con-
stitutionally feeble, often dying early without macro-
scopic evidences of disease. A small series of experi-
ments seems to indicate also that the descendants of pigs
injected with tuberculous poisons are more sensitive to
tuberculosis, and most so when both father and mother
were injected. These results are not directly applicable
to man. Guinea-pigs are frail animals, the mere con¬
finement of which may materially affect their vitality.
But at the same time common experience teaches thai
healthy offspring presupposes a healthy and vigorous
parentage, and tuberculosis when at all advanced is
nearly always associated with wasting and enfeeblement.
Whether the deleterious action of the tuberculous poi¬
sons, whatever their nature and mechanism may be, is
so far-reaching as to threaten the existence of the human

1 Arch. Med. Exp. et d'Anat. Path., 1900. xii, 782-787.
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